This Is The Reason Satan Attacks You

[Luk 22:31-32 NASB] 31 "Simon, Simon, behold, Satan has demanded [permission] to sift you like wheat; 32 but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers."
Introduction: 
· If our enemy can cause us to slip into unbelief, we lose our faith, and therefore we are easily defeated.

· What is Satan after when he attacks us? He is after our faith. He wants us to disconnect from the promises of God by losing our faith.

· We often misinterpret the real purpose of the attack. This causes us to fight for the wrong things in the wrong ways. Due to our ignorance of the purpose of the attack, we forget to protect the most precious and powerful thing we have: our faith.

· To be clear: The purpose of every attack is to get us out of faith and in unbelief. Thayers Greek Lexicon says this about this verse (Luke 21:31-32 see above), “Satan [is] asking that the apostles be taken out of the power and keeping of God to be tried by afflictions (allusion being made to Job 1:1-12).” In verse 32, Jesus prays for Peter’s faith not to fail.

· Why? Peter’s faith could keep through the attack of Satan. Peter’s faith was worth protecting. So is yours.

Interrogative (attitude or feel, know, do): What is the reason Satan attacks you, and what should you do about it?
Transitional: The reason Satan attacks you is to destroy your faith therefore, we should do everything we can do to protect it. 
Body (Scripture, Illustration, Argumentation, Application): 
I. Text

a. Simon, Simon – could be a revelation that Peter went from strength to weakness.

b. Satan “demanded permission” for access to Peter’s life. 

c. Jesus’ prayer was for Peter’s “faith”.

II. Sermon

a. Why faith?

i. Faith is powerful.

1. [Mat 17:20 NASB] 20 And He said to them, "Because of the littleness of your faith; for truly I say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, 'Move from here to there,' and it will move; and nothing will be impossible to you.

2. [1Jo 5:4 NASB] 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory that has overcome the world--our faith.
3. Jon Bloom – “The faith of a Christian is God’s chosen channel to bring His saving, sanctifying, strengthening, healing, and deliverance grace to the world.”

ii. Faith is NOT permanent.
1. [1Ti 1:19 NASB] 19 keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith.
2. [Heb 10:35 NASB] 35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.
3. David Wilkerson – “Unshakable faith in the Lord causes hell rage.” 

b. How to protect and strengthen faith?

i. Look to the source.

1. [Heb 12:1-2 NASB] 1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
2. [Mat 14:28-31 NASB] 28 Peter said to Him, "Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the water." 29 And He said, "Come!" And Peter got out of the boat, and walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But seeing the wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord, save me!" 31 Immediately Jesus stretched out His hand and took hold of him, and said to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?"
ii. Soak in the promises.

1. [Rom 10:17 NASB] 17 So faith [comes] from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
2. This is the primary way faith comes. Not circumstances or trials. 

iii. Speak your faith.

1. [Act 4:20 NASB] 20 for we cannot stop speaking about what we have seen and heard."
2. [2Co 4:13 NASB95] 13 But having the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, "I BELIEVED, THEREFORE I SPOKE," we also believe, therefore we also speak,
3. [Heb 11:4 NASB] 4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks.
4. In 2023, defeat your doubts, and decree your declarations. 

iv. Turn the promises into prayer.

1. [Col 4:2 NASB] 2 Devote yourselves to prayer, keeping alert in it with [an attitude of] thanksgiving;
2. [Jhn 15:7 NASB] 7 "If you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.
v. Stay committed to gathering with the saints.

1. [Heb 10:23-25 NASB95] 23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is faithful; 24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging [one another;] and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
2. But God gave the church for a reason – to encourage and build one another up. . . to worship God together . . . and to encourage one another - https://www.southcobbchurch.org/things-that-weaken-faith/
vi. Pray in the Spirit.

1. [Jde 1:20 NASB] 20 But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit,
2. Note: your most holy faith will need to be continually built up.
vii. Renew your strength in God’s presence.

1. [Dan 7:25 NASB95] 25 'He will speak out against the Most High and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time, times, and half a time.

2. [Isa 40:31 NASB95] 31 Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They will mount up [with] wings like eagles, They will run and not get tired, They will walk and not become weary.
Conclusion (attitude or feel, know, do): 

· Satan is after your faith. Focus your actions on protecting your faith, not surrendering to the attack.

· Look to God through His Word and His Spirit to help you and comfort you.

· Your faith needs protecting. Rebuke Satan. Build and strengthen your faith. 
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