Unstoppable pt5 – Dressed Up Ephesians 6:13-17
Pastor John Carmichael

[Eph 6:11, 13-17 NASB95] 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. ... 13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 14 Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 15 and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE; 16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil [one.] 17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
Introduction (5A’s and Good News):
· The enemy is setting ambushments against us. These occur with trials, afflictions, temptations, and distractions. All are designed to stop you. God has provided the protects that are more than capable of causing us to become unstoppable. 

· John Eadie: “Put on the panoply of God.” Do not enter into battle with such adversaries naked and defenseless but take to your armor. Do not cover one portion and leave another exposed. It is armor forged on no earthly anvil and tempered by no human skill.
Interrogative: What do we need to know about the armor of God? 
Transitional: There are 6 parts of the armor of God and 3 ways to put them on.  
Body (Scripture, Illustration, Argumentation, Application): 
I. What are the parts of the armor of God?

a. The metaphors are not static with the parts. However, the message behind the metaphors is consistent. [1Th 5:8 NASB95] 8 But since we are of [the] day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation.
b. Note: Prayer, in v 18, is the battleground, not the 7th part of the armor. See the last message. 

c. There are 6 parts of the armor.
i. Having girded your loins with truth… but the assured conviction that you believe, and that it is God’s truth you believe.
ii. Having put on the breastplate of righteousness…JE: often two pieces. Possibly, imputed and personal righteousness. 
iii. Having shod your feet with the preparation of the Gospel of peace… LITSC: It is not readiness to proclaim the gospel (though that is important) but readiness in battle, “to stand unmoved against the foe” (Foulkes, 175), that is produced in us by the peace of God through the gospel.
iv. Taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil [one]… unwavering confidence in God and His Promises. 4’x2.5’. A firm and resolute dependence on the Lord
v. Take the helmet of salvation… know that you are saved and the favor of God is yours. Our deliverance from and victory over the evil spirits of darkness intricately involve the battleground of our thought life. John Stott wrote, “there is no doubt that God’s saving power is our only [sure] defense [for the mind] against the enemy of our souls” (Stott, 282).
vi. …take (implied)… the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. Not the written word but the spoken word. See Matthew 4:4, 7, 10.
II. How do we put on the armor of God?

a. Declare by faith in prayer. V. 18-19.
b. Renew your mind to the revelation of the parts of the armor. [Rom 12:2 NASB95] 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect. 
c. Live by them. [Jas 4:7 NASB95] 7 Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.
Conclusion (attitude or feel, know, do) (Sermon in a sentence):
· Putting on and taking up the 6 parts of the armor of God by declaring your faith in prayer, renewing your mind to the revelations, and living them daily, will make you unstoppable. 
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