Acts Part 19 Word Based Life
Pastor John Carmichael
[Act 17:10-12 NASB95] 10 The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and
when they arrived, they went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 Now these were more noble-minded
than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily [to see] whether these things were so. 12 Therefore many of them believed, along
with a number of prominent Greek women and men.

[Act 18:24-28 NASB95] 24 Now a Jew named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man,
came to Ephesus; and he was mighty in the Scriptures. 25 This man had been instructed in the way
of the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the things
concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John; 26 and he began to speak out
boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained
to him the way of God more accurately. 27 And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren
encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him; and when he had arrived, he greatly
helped those who had believed through grace, 28 for he powerfully refuted the Jews in public,
demonstrating by the Scriptures that Jesus was the Christ.

e NOTE: This series is a “master gauge” for the church. It is important that we apply the
attention and significance to this series for us to become the church this world needs.
We are prayerfully seeing how we can apply the principles of the book of Acts to today.

e A theme of Acts 17-18 is the power of developing a Word-based life.

e Wednesday, Acts 19 is the power of Spirit-empowered supernatural life.

Why and how can we have a Word-based life?
Here are three why’s and three how’s of having a Word-based life.

I. God wants us to know why we need to develop a Word-based life.

a. The Word will keep you standing through the storm. [Mat 7:24-27 NASB95] 24
"Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts on them, may be
compared to a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 "And the rain fell, and the
floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that house; and [yet] it did not
fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 "Everyone who hears these words of Mine
and does not act on them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27
"The rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against that
house; and it fell and great was its fall."

b. The Word produces miracles. [Mar 4:13-14, 20 NASB95] 13 And He said to them, "Do
you not understand this parable? How will you understand all the parables? 14 "The
sower sows the word. ... 20 "And those are the ones on whom seed was sown on the
good soil; and they hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirty, sixty, and a
hundredfold."

c. The Word is how God accomplishes miracles in our lives. [Isa 55:10-12 NASB95] 10
"For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there without
watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and
bread to the eater; 11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not
return to Me empty, Without accomplishing what | desire, And without succeeding [in
the matter] for which | sent it. 12 "For you will go out with joy And be led forth with
peace; The mountains and the hills will break forth into shouts of joy before you, And all
the trees of the field will clap [their] hands.

Il. God wants us to know how we can develop a Word-based life.
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a. Commit to continual learning

[Act 17:11 NASB95] 11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in
Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily [to see] whether these things were so.

[Act 18:5, 11, 24-28 NASB95] 5 But when Silas and Timothy came down from
Macedonia, Paul [began] devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly
testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. ... 11 And he settled [there] a
year and six months, teaching the word of God among them. ... 24 Now a Jew
named Apollos, an Alexandrian by birth, an eloquent man, came to Ephesus; and
he was mighty in the Scriptures. 25 This man had been instructed in the way of
the Lord; and being fervent in spirit, he was speaking and teaching accurately the
things concerning Jesus, being acquainted only with the baptism of John; 26 and
he began to speak out boldly in the synagogue. But when Priscilla and Aquila
heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more
accurately. 27 And when he wanted to go across to Achaia, the brethren
encouraged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him; and when he had
arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed through grace, 28 for he
powerfully refuted the Jews in public, demonstrating by the Scriptures that Jesus
was the Christ.

b. Commit to personal application

[Act 17:11, 22-31 NASB95] 11 Now these were more noble-minded than those in
Thessalonica, for they received the word with great eagerness, examining the
Scriptures daily [to see] whether these things were so. ... 22 So Paul stood in the
midst of the Areopagus and said, "Men of Athens, | observe that you are very
religious in all respects. 23 "For while | was passing through and examining the
objects of your worship, | also found an altar with this inscription, 'TO AN
UNKNOWN GOD.' Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this | proclaim to
you. 24 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of
heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; 25 nor is He
served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives
to all [people] life and breath and all things; 26 and He made from one [man]
every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined
[their] appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 27 that they would
seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far
from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of
your own poets have said, 'For we also are His children.' 29 "Being then the
children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver
or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man. 30 "Therefore having
overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all [people]
everywhere should repent, 31 because He has fixed a day in which He will judge
the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having
furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead."

c. Commit to steadfast preaching

[Act 18:9-11 NASB95] 9 And the Lord said to Paul in the night by a vision, "Do
not be afraid [any longer,] but go on speaking and do not be silent; 10 for | am
with you, and no man will attack you in order to harm you, for | have many people
in this city.” 11 And he settled [there] a year and six months, teaching the word of
God among them.
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e As we understand and believe the power of the Word to protect us and birth miracles in
our lives we will commit to learning, applying, and preaching the Word of God.
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