Wrestle — Walk Different

Pastor John Carmichael
[Gen 32:22-31 NASB95] 22 Now he arose that same night and took his two wives and his two
maids and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them and sent
them across the stream. And he sent across whatever he had. 24 Then Jacob was left alone,
and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When he saw that he had not prevailed against
him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob's thigh was dislocated while he
wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, "Let me go, for the dawn is breaking." But he said, "I will not
let you go unless you bless me." 27 So he said to him, "What is your name?" And he said,
"Jacob." 28 He said, "Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven with
God and with men and have prevailed." 29 Then Jacob asked him and said, "Please tell me
your name." But he said, "Why is it that you ask my name?" And he blessed him there. 30 So
Jacob named the place Peniel, for [he said,] "I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been
preserved.” 31 Now the sun rose upon him just as he crossed over Penuel, and he was limping
on his thigh.

How do we walk different when we get changed by God?
There are four aspects of how your life (walk) will change.

|. Stay hungry to know God.

a. Jacob knew who He was (v30) but did not know who He was (v29).

b. [Phl 2:12-13 NASB95] 12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed,
not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your
salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to will
and to work for [His] good pleasure.

c. [Phl 3:8-14 NASB95] 8 More than that, | count all things to be loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom | have suffered the
loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that | may gain Christ, 9 and may
be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own derived from [the] Law, but
that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which [comes] from God on
the basis of faith, 10 that | may know Him and the power of His resurrection and
the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death; 11 in order that |
may attain to the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that | have already obtained
[it] or have already become perfect, but | press on so that | may lay hold of that for
which also | was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. 13 Brethren, | do not regard myself
as having laid hold of [it] yet; but one thing [I do:] forgetting what [lies] behind and
reaching forward to what [lies] ahead, 14 | press on toward the goal for the prize of
the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

Il. Give God place in your life.

a. The change in Jacob’s life (walk) gave God place in his life.

b. Physical place.

I. [Act 16:13 NASB95] 13 And on the Sabbath day we went outside the gate
to a riverside, where we were supposing that there would be a place of
prayer; and we sat down and began speaking to the women who had
assembled.

ii. [1Ti 3:15 NASB95] 15 but in case | am delayed, [l write] so that you will
know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is
the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth.
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ii. [Act 20:27-29 NASB95] 27 "For | did not shrink from declaring to you the
whole purpose of God. 28 "Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock,
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the
church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 29 "I know that
after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the
flock;

c. Time.
i. [Act 3:1 NASB95] 1 Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the
ninth [hour,] the hour of prayer.
[ll. Decide to walk (live) differently.
a. A mature believer, with the empowerment of the Holy Spirit, must decide to live
differently.
b. Life a life of holiness.

i. [Col 1:10 NASB95] 10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord,
to please [Him] in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and
increasing in the knowledge of God;

ii. [Mat 5:29-30 NASB95] 29 "If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out
and throw it from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the parts of your
body, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 "If your right hand
makes you stumble, cut it off and throw it from you; for it is better for you to
lose one of the parts of your body, than for your whole body to go into hell.

iii. [Mat 18:8-9 NASB95] 8 "If your hand or your foot causes you to stumble,
cut it off and throw it from you; it is better for you to enter life crippled or
lame, than to have two hands or two feet and be cast into the eternal fire. 9
"If your eye causes you to stumble, pluck it out and throw it from you. It is
better for you to enter life with one eye, than to have two eyes and be cast
into the fiery hell.

c. Live a life of faith.

I. [Rom 1:17 NASB95] 17 For in it [the] righteousness of God is revealed from
faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS [man] SHALL LIVE BY
FAITH."

ii. [Gal 3:11 NASB95] 11 Now that no one is justified by the Law before God is
evident; for, "THE RIGHTEOUS MAN SHALL LIVE BY FAITH."

iii. [Heb 10:38 NASB95] 38 BUT MY RIGHTEOUS ONE SHALL LIVE BY
FAITH; AND IF HE SHRINKS BACK, MY SOUL HAS NO PLEASURE IN
HIM.

IV. Trust what God says about you.
a. You are blessed!
b. [Eph 1:3 NASB95] 3 Blessed [be] the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly [places] in Christ,
c. [2Pe 1:3 NASB95] 3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything
pertaining to life and godliness, through the true knowledge of Him who called us
by His own glory and excellence.
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