
Building An Altar Building A Family  

 

Ezra 3:1-7 - 1 And when the seventh month had come, and the children of Israel were in the cities, the people gathered together 

as one man to Jerusalem. 2 Then Jeshua the son of Jozadak and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel and 

his brethren, arose and built the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings on it, as it is written in the Law of Moses the 

man of God. 3 Though fear had come upon them because of the people of those countries, they set the altar on its bases; and 

they offered burnt offerings on it to the LORD, both the morning and evening burnt offerings. 4 They also kept the Feast of 

Tabernacles, as it is written, and offered the daily burnt offerings in the number required by ordinance for each day. 5 

Afterwards they offered the regular burnt offering, and those for New Moons and for all the appointed feasts of the LORD that 

were consecrated, and those of everyone who willingly offered a freewill offering to the LORD. 6 From the first day of the 

seventh month they began to offer burnt offerings to the LORD, although the foundation of the temple of the LORD had not 

been laid. 7 They also gave money to the masons and the carpenters, and food, drink, and oil to the people of Sidon and Tyre to 

bring cedar logs from Lebanon to the sea, to Joppa, according to the permission which they had from Cyrus king of Persia. 

 

Introduction: 

- The first generation of Americans that can be classified as unreached people group 

- Upset over prayer and bible taken out of schools… should be more upset with prayer and bible taken out of the 

homes 

- We have to learn about how to set up and maintain an altar in our homes to demonstrate the power of God or we 

will continue to loose future generations 

 

1. The Altar Was The Priority  

* See Gen.8:19-20; 12:7-8; 13:3-4 (after going to Egypt); 13:18; 26:24-25; 35:6-7; Ex.17:15; 24:4-5; Joshua 8:30; Judges 

6:22-24; I Samuel 7:15-17; II Sam.24:25.  

* Mentioned some 400 times in the Bible  

* What is an altar?  

- A place of worship where I offer something to God.  A place where God offers something to/for me.  A place 

that keeps God as the main focus of my life.  

* The altar was to be ready and available around the clock (Lev.6:12-13 - 12 And the fire on the altar shall be kept 

burning on it; it shall not be put out. And the priest shall burn wood on it every morning, and lay the burnt offering in order on it; 

and he shall burn on it the fat of the peace offerings. 13 A fire shall always be burning on the altar; it shall never go out.)  

 

2. What Does A New Testament Altar Look Like?  

* It is not limited by geography  

- John 4: 20  Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship 

is in Jerusalem. 21  Jesus declared, "Believe me woman, a time is coming when you will worship the Father neither on 

this mountain nor in Jerusalem 23  Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true worshipers will worship the 

Father in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of worshipers the Father seeks. 24  God is spirit, and his worshipers must 

worship in spirit and in truth."  

* It involves NT sacrifices  

- Heb.13: 15  Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise--the fruit of lips that 

confess his name. 16  And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 

Consider more than a morning sacrifice  

* Though not limited by geography, we should find a regular place for a personal altar.  

- Mark 1: 35  Very early in the morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went off to a 

solitary place, where he prayed.  

- Luke 5: 16  But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.  

- The greatest transactions of a man's life are made, not in a church, but behind closed doors.  



- In order to grow in grace, we must be much alone. It is not in society that the soul grows most vigorously. In 

one quiet hour of prayer it will often make more progress than in days of company with others. It is in the desert that 

the dew falls freshest and the air is purest.  

- A personal altar will make God very personal in one's life. Then they learn to relate to God, hear from God 

directly, and not through others  

 

3. What Does A Personal Altar Look Like?  

* Thanksgiving/Praise (Ps.100:4) 

* Prayer 

- Rev.8: 3  Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much incense to 

offer, with the prayers of all the saints, on the golden altar before the throne.4  The smoke of the incense, together with 

the prayers of the saints, went up before God from the angel's hand.  

- The Lord's Prayer 

- Learning to listen in prayer (Read "The Hidden Heart Attack Trigger").  

* The Word 

- Deut.27:2-8; the Word was to be connected to the altar 

- Matt.4: 4  Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes 

from the mouth of God.'"  

- Bible reading plan 

- The importance of response (James 1:22) 

* A Journal?  

- Memorials for remembrances  

* Physical Expression  

- Psalm 95: 6 Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the LORD our Maker; 7  for he is our God 

and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.  

 - Heb.11:21  By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of Joseph's sons, and worshiped as he leaned on 

the top of his staff.  

- Psalm 63: 4 I will praise you as long as I live, and in your name I will lift up my hands.  

- Psalm 119: 48  I lift up my hands to your commands, which I love, and I meditate on your decrees.  

- Psalm 134: 2  Lift up your hands in the sanctuary and praise the LORD.  

- I Tim.2: 8  I want men everywhere to lift up holy hands in prayer, without anger or disputing.  

 

4. Building A Family Altar 

* The men I have talked to over the years who have never had a family altar.  

* Deut.6: 6  These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7  Impress them on your children. 

Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.  

* Deut.11: 18  Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on 

your foreheads. 19  Teach them to your children, talking about them when you sit at home and when you walk  

along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 20  Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates,  

21  so that your days and the days of your children may be many in the land that the LORD swore to give your forefathers  

 

5. Hindrances To Building An Altar To The Lord 

1. Caught in the routine of life  

- These People had been living a fairly comfortable, routine life in Babylon for 70 years! 

2. An impure heart  

- Jer.29:13; Prov.2:1ff; Mark 12:28-31/Deut.6:5; no other gods  

3. An uncircumcised heart  

- Luke 10:38-42; You can have a ministry for the Lord but not a personal altar to the Lord.  

- Must cut away the good but unnecessary things that crowd out God; Priorities must be evaluated  



4. No discipline  

5. The fear of the peoples around you (3:3) 

 

6. What Happens At The Family Altar 

1. Communication   

- With God and each other 

- Jacob saw God dealing with men, it began a healing process with his family 

2. Instruction 

 - Your family will learn more at home (daily) than at church (twice a week) 

3. Inspiration  

- Fire is fanned and enlarged – we need encouragement to continue to serve him 

- Paul told Timothy to stir up the gift 

4. Demonstration  

- Elijah demonstrated the power of God  

- Gods power will be demonstrated to the family – through answered prayer & other manifestations  


